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NOVEMBER MEETING, 1885. 

The monthly meeting was held on Thursday, the 12th in- 
stant, the Rev. Dr. George E. Ellis occupying the chair. 

The record of the previous meeting having been read, and 
the donations to the Library reported, the President made 
the following address : — 

Since our last meeting we have lost from our rdle the oldest, 
in years, of our members, the Hon. James Murray Bobbins, 
who was elected to the Society in June, 1860. He was born 
on Milton Hill, on June 30, 1796, and died in his home on 
Brush Hill, in the same town, on the 2d of November. He 
had thus entered upon his ninetieth year, having till within 
the last few months engaged in his usual occupations and 
intercourse. He was a lineal descendant of the famous Mrs. 
Ann Hutchinson. His grandmother was a cousin of the 
royal provincial governor Thomas Hutchinson. His immedi- 
ate ancestors came from Scotland to our Cambridge in 1670. 
His family, in its generations, have filled honorably many offi- 
ces of professional service. His father, Lieutenant-Governor 
Edward Hutchinson Robbins (H. C. 1775), was a lawyer ; 
member of the Constitutional Convention of this State ; Rep- 
resentative in the Legislature for fourteen years, in nine of 
them being Speaker ; for five years Lieutenant-Governor ; and 
then for eighteen, till his death in 1829, Norfolk Judge of* 
Probate. 

Our late member began his career as a merchant, was Dep- 
uty Consul at Hamburg, then Representative and Senator for 
his native State. He early formed historical and antiquarian 
tastes, being patient of research and accurate. He explored 
Dorsetshire, England, and particularly the old town of Dor- 
chester. He furnished the first six chapters of the History of 
our own Dorchester, was the orator of the bi-centennial cele- 
bration of the town of Milton in 1862, and was one of a com- 
mittee appointed by the town in 1883 to prepare its history, 
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— a work now in progress, — which engaged his zeal and labor. 
He was educated at Milton Academy, largely founded by his 
father, who, with the son, were the presidents of it for seventy- 
six years. Dying childless, he was the last of his generation, 
though his family is represented among us by Lymans, Howes, 
Reveres, etc. 

In the last letter to his family, written by the late Dr. 
Rufus Ellis, minister of the First Church in Boston, — re- 
ceived here after an ocean cablegram had communicated the 
intelligence of his sudden death in Liverpool, on September 22, 
the night preceding his intended embarkation for home, — he 
refers to a very interesting visit which he had just made to 
Dedham, in England. Ancestral ties on both sides attracted 
him to the old town. His first maternal ancestor in this coun- 
try was the Rev. Nathaniel Rogers, first minister of Ipswich, 
Massachusetts, whose son John was President of Harvard 
College. Nathaniel, a graduate of Emmanuel, Cambridge, 
was driven by persecution to New England in 1636. He was 
a son of the famous Puritan divine, John Rogers, of Dedham. 
Dr. Ellis's paternal ancestor was one of the company that, com- 
ing from the English town, first settled in our own Dedham. 
Dr. Ellis's visit was on the 11th of September. He made notes 
of it which he hoped to write out on his homeward passage. 
A friend who accompanied him has furnished me some particu- 
lars of the excursion. An early train from London brought 
the travellers, in two hours, through the eastern country to 
Manningtree Junction, whence a drive of four miles, in a pri- 
vate conveyance, took them to Dedham, up and down a series 
of hills. Dedham lies in a valley on the river Stour, on the 
northeast of the county of Essex, bordering on Suffolk. A 
pretty village street creeping up the hill showed on its left 
side a fine old fifteenth-century church, with a lofty square 
tower, — - a large and imposing structure for such a small town. 
But Dedham was not always the unimportant place which it' 
has now become. A gentlemanly old shopkeeper, of whom 
the visitors sought information in his back parlor, spoke 
mournfully of the falling away even within his own memory. 
In old times the manufacture of wool gave it prosperity. Al- 
most every house then had its loom, when factories were not. 
Government made great efforts to promote this industry in 

18 
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Essex ; and among them was the passage of a law that every- 
one who died in the county should be buried in a woollen 
shroud. They were hospitably welcomed at the vicarage by 
the gentleman who was doing duty during the vicar's vaca- 
tion, and who politely produced the pile of church records at 
Dr. Ellis's request. As the latter sat in a chair by the pleasant 
window overlooking the churchyard, and took up the bap- 
tismal record, he exclaimed, " Why, I have come directly on 
my own name." It was that of a little Richard Ellis, son of 
Robert, — or Robet, as the name was spelt, — who was baptized 
about the year 1600. Though Dr. Ellis does not appear to 
have entertained the thought, there is a strong probability that 
the Richard Ellis on whose baptismal record his eye fell, was 
his first paternal ancestor in this country. The name appears 
among those who received the first allotments of land in our 
Dedham, in 1642 ; and from that date onward, in that town 
and the neighborhood, the family and its progeny have been 
numerous, as land-owners. Members of eight generations 
now rest in the village cemetery, the last one committed to it 
being the late Dr. Calvin Ellis of this city, by the side of his 
parents, both of whom bore the family name. Dr. Ellis found 
the old Dedham church books beautifully kept, owing, as he 
was informed, to a certain bishop of ancient times who made 
it his special care to see that within his range that duty was 
not neglected. The visitor pronounced the characters fair to 
look at ; but he thought they might almost as well have been 
written in an unknown tongue, so strange were the letters and 
the spelling. He said, " If my brother George were here he 
could read them." On entering the church he found its inte- 
rior not disappointing. On the outside the fine south porch 
was specially pointed out as much in need of repair. Dr. Ellis 
frankly expressed his surprise that some well-to-do parishion- 
ers did not do what was needful. Though he was informed 
that very few of the parishioners were so prospered, his pro- 
fessional instinct and experience led him to suggest that an 
effort by small weekly contributions would secure the desired 
result. 

Dedham has an old endowed Elizabethan grammar-school, 
whose head-master was most civil and obliging in showing 
the visitors all of interest there was to see. None of its build- 
ings dated back to the times when some ot the people came 
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over to this country, though the oldest of the school-rooms 
would seem to have suffered the wear and tear of centu- 
ries. Dr. Ellis's surprise was great at the amount of hewing 
and hacking suffered by the desks and forms ; even the floor 
bore marks of hard treatment. His astonishment evidently 
was not shared by the head-master, who mildly remarked 
that he supposed if similar disfigurement was not seen in 
America, it was because the boys were not left alone in the 
school-rooms. 

The people whom they met were pleased and proud in 
doing their kindest services to the strangers, and were grati- 
fied at hearing Dr. Ellis say, " I am sure more people will 
come, now we have been." He was particular to note the 
time of the trains to and from London, for the information of 
others. A lady whom he met afterwards sent to him, in Lon- 
don, some little historical pamphlets of the town. In return- 
ing to the great city the visitors drove to Ardleigh, to take 
the train, and found the way more attractive than that to 
Manningtree. 

Special recognition should be made of the gift to our Library, 
by Professor Franklin B. Dexter, of Yale College, a Corre- 
sponding Member of this Society, of a valuable volume from 
his pen. It is a labor of love for his college ; and though 
the author derived aid from predecessors in his own field, its 
preparation required of him much extensive and difficult re- 
search. Its title is " Biographical Sketches of the Graduates 
of Yale College, with Annals of the College History. Octo- 
ber, 1701, — May, 1745." The names of four hundred and 
seventy-two graduates appear in these pages. The volume 
conforms to those from the pen of Librarian Sibley, of Harvard 
College (" Biographical Sketches," etc.), in giving memoirs 
of the alumni, under their classes, with their careers in life, 
a list of their publications, and references to the sources of 
information concerning them. It differs from Mr. Sible3''s 
volumes in omitting the theses of the graduates at Commence- 
ment, and in introducing under each year the historical and 
the internal " Annals of the College " during the period. It 
thus happily combines with its personal sketches a sufficient 
history of the college. A discerning reader will find in the vol- 
ume many significant suggestions of the matters and interests 
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in which Massachusetts and Harvard and Connecticut and 
Yale, respectively, were in sympathy and harmony, and in 
which divergent influences display themselves. 

Dr. Ellis said that the usual resolutions would be adopted ; 
and he announced that Mr. Roger Wolcott had been nominated 
by the Council to prepare a memoir of Mr. Robbins. 

The Hon. Robert C. Wlnthrop then said : — 

I have a little communication which may not be wholly 
without interest, and which will at least serve to fill up a 
few spare minutes this afternoon. It deals with a Massachu- 
setts Town and with a late distinguished citizen of Boston ; 
and if it has more about myself than I could wish, I am sure 
the Society will pardon me. It is an episode in the history 
of the National Monument to Washington, which has been 
recently completed and dedicated. 

About the 1st of July, 1885, 1 received, at Richfield Springs, 
N. Y., — where I was passing a few weeks for the benefit of 
my wife's health, as well as my own, — the following letter : 

Great Baseington, Mass., June 29, 1885. 
Hon. R. C. Winthrop : 

Dear Sir, — I send you by express to-day a tin box of money con- 
tributed in this town for the Washington Monument. It was over- 
looked by my predecessor in office of Town Clerk, and was only 
recently handed to me. Noticing your name on the box as one of 
the sub-committee, I take the liberty to send it to you. 
Very respectfully, 

C. J. Burget, Town Clerk. 

The box was accordingly forwarded to Boston ; and on my 
return to my summer residence at Brookline, on the 27th of 
July, I found it awaiting my examination. 

It has recalled some interesting facts which I proceed to 
mention before they are lost to my memory. 

It happened that my venerable friend the late Thomas 
Handasyd Perkins had been particularly impressed with the 
Oration which I delivered on the laying of the corner-stone of 
the National Monument to Washington, on the 4th of July, 
1848. He had known Washington personally, had spent a day 
with him at Mount Vernon, and had conceived and cherished 
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the most exalted sense of his character and services and prin- 
ciples. The Oration had revived all his early enthusiasm 
in regard to Washington's pre-eminence, and it seemed that 
he could not read it or hear it too often. He even had it 
read aloud to him and to his family circle, on more than 
one Sunday evening, by his son-in-law the late William H. 
Gardiner, as Mr. Gardiner himself told me ; and he after- 
wards published, at his own expense, for distribution and sale, 
a cheaper edition of it than that published by the Monu- 
ment Association at Washington, in order to secure it a wider 
circulation. 

More than four years afterwards I received from him the 
following note : — 

Boston — say Brookline, Thursday, a. m. 
Dear Sib, — When at Washington, I visited the Monument, the 
foundation of which you aided in laying. It was at a standstill, to my 
great chagrin. I determined therefore, on my return, to endeavor to 
raise enough to induce the gentlemen who have charge of the business 
to recommence the work. The Government, it is thought, will not let 
the work be suspended for want of funds. I want to consult you re- 
specting the matter, and if you are in the vicinity will thank you to 
call. I have already written to Mr. Bates, 1 who I have no doubt will 
give his thousand dollars, and induce other Americans abroad to do 
something. I think a considerable sum can be raised before Congress 
rises. I will head the list with $1,000. William Appleton will do the 
same, as will many others. I passed some days at Washington very 
pleasantly, and saw Mr. Fillmore, who was very gracious. 

Your friend, 

T. H. Perkins. 

This note was written by " the Colonel," as he was alwa3's 
called, and received by me on the 23d of December, 1852. He 
was then in his eighty-eighth year, and he died less than two 
years later. 

I did not fail to call at once on my venerable friend, and I 
found him full of enthusiastic interest in the subject of his 
note. After some consultation it was agreed by us that a 
meeting of gentlemen should be held at his own house without 
delay, to devise a plan for carrying out the purposes which he 

1 Joshua Bates, the eminent banker, the founder of the Boston Public 
Library. 
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had so much at heart. Meantime he begged me to draft an 
appeal to the people of Massachusetts for contributions to 
the Monument, to be signed by the gentlemen who should 
assemble at his call. I accordingly prepared the following 
paper : — 

To the People op Massachusetts : 

The undersigned take the liberty to appeal to you in behalf of an 
object which cannot fail to be deeply interesting to every true American 
heart. 

On the 4th day of July, 1848, the corner-stone of a Monument to 
George Washington was laid, with imposing ceremonies, in the city 
which bears his name. It was designed to be a national monument to 
the acknowledged Father of his Country. It was projected under the 
auspices of an Association of which John Marshall and James Madison 
had been successively presidents. A considerable sum of money had 
already been raised, and it was confidently believed that when the 
structure was once fairly commenced, and before the sum in hand should 
have been expended, there would be a sufficient interest excited in the 
object to insure an ample contribution for its completion. 

More than four years have now elapsed, and the Monument has 
reached a height of a hundred and twenty-six feet from the ground. 
Four hundred feet remain to be built up in order to complete the 
original design, and the resources of the Association are wellnigh 
exhausted. Occasional contributions continue to come in from various 
parts of the country, but not to an amount or with a regularity to give 
assurance that the work can be prosecuted afresh at the opening of the 
ensuing season. 

The idea will not be entertained for an instant that in this day of 
our national prosperity and pride a Monument to Washington can be 
suffered to remain unfinished for want of funds. An intelligent and 
grateful people will never permit this well-merited tribute to one 
whose memory will ever stand first in all their hearts to be left per- 
manently incomplete. 

But in order that the means for finishing it may be seasonably pro- 
cured there is need of some concerted and systematic action. There 
must be a commencement somewhere of an earnest effort to acquaint 
the whole community with the character and condition of the work, 
and to give direction to the interest which such an object cannot fail to 
create ; and there must be an example, in some quarter of the country, 
of a general and generous contribution among all classes, ages, and 
sexes of the people. 

Where can such an effort be so appropriately made, where can such 
an example be so fitly exhibited, as in Massachusetts ? It was here that 
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the great Revolution of Independence began. It was here that the first 
resistance to oppression was manifested. It was here that the first 
blood was shed. It was here, upon our own Massachusetts soil, that 
Washington first drew his sword in defence of American liberty. It 
was here that his first triumph was achieved, in expelling the enemy 
from Boston, and in restoring our metropolis to a condition of civil 
freedom, which has never since been interrupted. And nowhere have 
the benefits and blessings of the Federal Constitution, over whose for- 
mation Washington presided, and which afterwards he so wisely and 
nobly administered, been more signally enjoyed and illustrated than in 
our own ancient and beloved Commonwealth. 

Let Massachusetts lead the way, then, in the completion of this 
National Monument to Washington. Let every man, woman, and 
child within her limits seize the opportunity of testifying their grati- 
tude for his unequalled services, their reverence for his pure and spot- 
less character, their adherence to his lofty principles and patriotic 
policy, and their affection for a memory which will be hallowed in all 
ages and in all lands. 

It cannot be doubted that other States will be incited by our exam- 
ple to do their share, also, in a work which was designed to be accom- 
plished by the united efforts of the whole American people. 

The meeting was held and organized, with Thomas H. Per- 
kins as Chairman, his grandson, T. H. Perkins, Jr., as Secre- 
tary, and Ignatius Sargent as Treasurer. 

The appeal was dated "Boston, Feb. 1, 1853," and was 
sent forth to the people of Massachusetts with the following 
signatures : — 

Thomas H. Perkins, Nathan Appleton, 

Abbott Lawrence, George S. Boutwell, 

Robert C. Winthrop, Edward Everett, 

Richard Frothingham, Jr., John H. Clifford, 

Samuel Walker, Elisha Huntington, 

Benjamin Seaver, C. H. Warren, 

William Appleton, George Bliss, 

S. D. Bradford, Nathan Hale, 

Isaac P. Davis, Joseph Grinnell, 

Charles W. Upham, Francis Peabody, 

John E. Thayer, Jonas Chickering, 

Jonathan Preston, Ignatius Sargent, 

John T. Heard, T. H. Perkins, Jr., Secy. 

Of these twenty-six signers only three, I believe, are still 
living. 
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Before the meeting adjourned a sub-committee was appointed 
to carry out the plans of Colonel Perkins ; and by this com- 
mittee a great number of subscription books were prepared, 
with the appeal to the people as an introduction, which were 
sent to official persons and leading individuals in all the cities 
and towns of Massachusetts. 

Tin boxes were also prepared and distributed for receiving 
the contributions of the people. This is one of them. Upon 
these tin boxes the following short appeal was pasted, in large 
type : — 

THE 
NATIONAL MONUMENT 

TO 

WASHINGTON, 

IS STII,L UNFINISHED. 



Let every son and daughter of Massachusetts cast in their mite for 
its completion. Let those who cannot afford dollars give dimes, or 
even half-dimes. Let no one refuse to contribute something to the com- 
memoration of the Father op His Country. 



Thomas H. Perkins, 
Abbott Lawrence, 
Robert C. Winthrop, 
Richard Frothingham, Jr., 
Samuel Walker, 



Sub-Committee. 



§g" Boxes are prepared for every town. Which shall be filled first ? 

The good old Colonel, in his eighty-eighth year, devoted no 
little time and labor to the preparation of these tin boxes. I 
wrote the inscription, or label, for them at his request ; but he 
had it printed, and pasted it on many, if not on all, of them with 
his own hand. He made it his work for many months to pre- 
pare and distribute them, sometimes carrying them in person 
to hotels and halls and offices where they could be fastened to 
the walls and attract public attention. I know not which of 
them was " filled first" — if any of them were ever filled. But 
this Great Barrington box comes back to me last, after the 
Monument has been completed, at the end of thirty-seven years 
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after the corner-stone was laid, to recall circumstances which 
I had almost forgotten. It has not yet been opened ; but the 
rattling of the contents gives promise of a good many coppers, 
if not dimes and quarters. I dare not hope that it contains 
many gold pieces ; but I shall pass it over to the Treasurer of 
the Monument Association just as it has come to me, with this 
history of the transaction. 

A considerable sum was remitted to the treasurer from time 
to time, as the result of Colonel Perkins's efforts. A sum 
of at least five thousand dollars was, I believe, credited to him 
on the books of the Association at one time, and I think that 
not less than twice that amount was contributed on the appeal 
which he originated. But he died in his ninetieth year, only 
a little more than a year after he took the matter seriously in 
hand, and others entered into his labors. 1 

In replying to a complimentary toast, at a dinner of the 
Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association, in October, 
1854, I took occasion to allude to this labor of love of my 
venerable friend, who had died a few months before, in the 
following terms : — 

" You have alluded, in the sentiment which called me up, to the hum- 
ble service which I rendered some years ago, as the organ of the rep- 
resentatives of the Union, at the laying of the corner-stone of the 
National Monument to Washington. I cannot but remember that the 
latest efforts, in this quarter of the country, to raise funds for the com- 
pletion of that monument were made by one whose long and honorable 
life has been brought to a close within the past twelve months. I can- 
not forget the earnest and affectionate interest with which that noble- 
hearted old American gentleman devoted the last days, and I had 
almost said the last hours, of his life to arranging the details and the 
machinery for an appeal to the people of Massachusetts in behalf of 
that still unfinished structure. He had seen Washington in his boy- 
hood, and had felt the inspiration of his majestic presence ; he had 
known him in his manhood, and had spent a day with him, by particu- 
lar invitation, at Mount Vernon, — a day never to be forgotten in any 
man's life ; his whole heart seemed to be imbued with the warmest 
admiration and affection for his character and services ; and it seemed 
as if he could not go down to his grave in peace until he had done 
something to aid in perpetuating the memory of his virtues and his 
valor. I need not say that I allude to the late Hon. Thomas Handasyd 

i Born Dec. 15, 1764; died Jan. 11, 1854. 

10 
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Perkins. He, too, was a Boston boy, and one of the noblest specimens 
of humanity to which our city has ever given birth ; leading the way 
for half a century in every generous enterprise, and setting one of 
the earliest examples of those munificent charities which have given 
our city a name and a praise throughout the earth. He was one of 
your own honorary members, Mr. President, and I have felt that I 
could do nothing more appropriate to this occasion, — the first public 
festive occasion in Faneuil Hall which has occurred since his death, — 
and nothing more agreeable to the feelings of this Association, or to my 
own, than to propose to you, as I now do, ' The Memory of Thomas 
Handasyd Perkins.'" 

Such is the story which the Great Barrington box has re- 
called to me. 

I cannot conclude without a suggestion which I shall com- 
municate for the consideration of those who have the Monu- 
ment in charge, and who are about to affix tablets on the 
inside walls, commemorative of the progress and completion 
of the great work. 

In the subscription books prepared by Colonel Perkins for 
circulation throughout Massachusetts, one of which I reserved 
for myself at the time, and which I have here, there was in- 
serted a printed copy of the rules which had then been adopted 
by the Board of Managers of the Monument Association. One 
of those rules is as follows : — 

" Four marble panels are to be inserted in the Monument. One 
panel is for the names of those who contribute $1,000 ; one for the 
names of those who contribute $500 ; a third for the names of those 
who contribute $200 ; and the fourth for the names of those who con- 
tribute $100. 

Now, it may not be practicable to comply with this rule at 
this late day, even if it were expedient to do so. Private con- 
tributions failed to accomplish the work, and it would hardly 
be possible to ascertain, after so manjr years, by whom contri- 
butions of these various amounts were made. But the history 
which I have narrated, and the records of the Association, 
establish the fact that Thomas Handasyd Perkins contributed 
$1,000 in 1852, besides being instrumental in securing large 
contributions from others. Is it not due to his memory that 
his name should have a place on one of the tablets to be affixed 
to the inside walls of the Monument? 
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I have brought with me the Great Barrington box, so 
strangely returned after a full third of a century, and I sub- 
mit it for inspection, still unopened, as a curious relic of a past 
generation, and of the loving care and zeal of Colonel Perkins. 
Possibly there may be other boxes of the same sort in other 
places, which the mention of this one and the good example 
of the town clerk of Great Barrington may lead to being 
discovered and sent to their destination. I am sorry to say, 
however, that I have an indistinct recollection of having heard 
long ago that some of them had been stolen and rifled. 

Dr. Green presented the following letters from John Mars- 
ton Goodwin, Esq., which relate to an affair mentioned some 
years ago in the Proceedings : — 

Sharpsville, Mercer Co., Pa., Aug. 14, 1885. 
Librarian of Mass. Hist. Soc, Boston, Mass. 

Sik, — On page 1 63 of the Proceedings of the Massachusetts His- 
torical Society for December, 1869, you will find an account of the 
reading of a letter addressed to the Society by Captain Nathaniel 
Goodwin (then temporarily residing at Framingham, Massachusetts), 
explaining the reason of the desertion of the house and shop of 
William Beadle, at Wethersfield, Connecticut, mentioned in the journal 
of Samuel Davis, published in the Proceedings as per foot-note on said 
page 163. Said Beadle married Lydia Lothrop (daughter of Ansell 
Lothrop and Mary Thompson, his wife), and, according to Captain 
Goodwin, had four children by her, "all of whom, with his wife, he mur- 
derd ; then cut his own throat." "Hence arose the reluctance" of the 
people of Wethersfield to occupy the house and shop in question. 

By order of Roger Newberry, Esq., Judge of the Court Probate for 
the District of Hartford, in the State of Connecticut, in New England, 
dated March 13, 1783, attested by Jonathan Bull, Clerk, Isaac Lothrop 
was appointed administrator of the estate of William Beadle. 

I have recently come into possession of some of the papers of Mr. 
Lothrop, relative to the settlement of the Beadle estate by him as ad- 
ministrator ; and on examining them find a bill, rendered by Ashbel 
Riley, of "Wethersfield, for services and sundry disbursements for ac- 
count of said estate, the first item in which is (horresco referens) : 
" Dec. 1782, To Josiah Deming's bill for 5 coffings : £2. 15. 0." An- 
other item is : " To Andrew Combs, for Diging Graves, £0. 15. 0." 
Another, suggestive of the existence of popular excitement at the 
time : "To Sam! Curtice, with his gard, £2. 1. 6." The fact that there 
were only " 5 coffings " gives rise to the query, Were there, indeed, four 
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children ? If all the dead were buried at one time, and there were four 
children, the number of coffins should have been, presumably, six. 
Were all buried together, or was the murderer and suicide buried 
" where four roads meet, with a stake thro' his heart " ? The inscrip- 
tion on the memorial-stone is perhaps still legible, in which case one 
may learn from it something of the facts in the case. The " Table for 
ye grave — 6 foot by 3 — cost £4. 10. 0;" and the "Inscribing 427 
Letters on ye same — £1. 15. 7." 

I have also a memorandum addressed by W. Beadle to P. Vander- 
voort, of Hartford, Connecticut, dated Nov. 18, 1782 (close to the time 
of the horrible deed whereby six persons met violent deaths), and in 
these words : — 

Wetheesfield, Nov. 18, 1782. 
Mk. Vandervoort. 

Sir, — I have sold 341b your sugar and used just the same Quantity myself 
34ib. 

6ib more used myself May God keep you and Yours, 

3ib more. W. Beadle. 

The papers are in perfect preservation ; not torn nor stained, and 
the ink but very little faded from its original blackness. 

Yours, etc., 

John Marston Goodwin. 

P. S. I have, among other papers (happily not associated with deeds 
like that of the desperate man of whom we have been writing), a Jour- 
nal kept by a native of Massachusetts, who was in " the King's ser- 
vice," on board the flagship of Admiral Rodney's fleet in the " West 
Indies" seas, from Oct. 25, 1761, to Sept. 26, 1763. The entries con- 
cerning the operations of the fleet are quite full, particularly at and 
about the time of the capture of Fort Royal, Martinique. The book is 
in excellent preservation, and every word in it is legible. It contains a 
list of the fleet, with code of signals used for certain purposes. The 
writer of the Journal went to England from " The Havannah " in one 
of the line-of-battle-ships captured by the English from the Spaniards 
at the taking of Havana. 

J. M. G. 

In re Beadle, of Wethersfield, Connecticut. 

Sharpsville, Meecer Co., Pa., Sept. 23, 1885. 
Samuel A. Green, Esq., Librarian Mass. Hist. Soc, Boston. 

Dear Sir, — Since my letter to you of August 28, 1 have been in 
correspondence with Mr. Albert Galpin, Town Clerk of Wethersfield, 
Connecticut, seeking to learn something of the local traditions in the 
Beadle matter. I append a copy of the inscription on the Beadle tablet, 
quoted by Mr. Galpin from the " Connecticut Historical Collections," 
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and some memoranda by Mr. Galpin himself. You remember that I 
sent you a copy of the items from the bill of Ashbel Riley vs. Isaac 
Lothrop, administrator of the estate of William Beadle, one of which 
items is : " To Josiah Deming's bill for 5 cofflngs : £2. 1 5. 0." Bea- 
dle's victims were Jive in number (wife and four children : see letter 
of N. Goodwin, Mass. Hist. Soc. Proc, December, 1869, p. 163). My 
query was, What did they do with Beadle's body ? Did they bury it 
at the place " where four roads meet, with a stake thro' his heart " ? 
or how ? Mr. Galpin writes : " The people of this place were so in- 
dignant that they took Beadle's body through a window of the house, 
placed it on a sled, without a coffin, and with his horse dragged it 
to the riverside and buried it between high and low water mark." 
So the administrator had to pay for only jive coffins, as per bill 
aforesaid. 

The inscription, as given by Mr. Galpin, contains 432 letters and 
figures. The bill (copy sent you) calls for " 427 letters." 

The " inscription," as given by Mr. Galpin, reads as naming Jive 
children, whereas there were but four. The first two names — given 
thus, " Ansell, Lothrop " — are to be (properly) read Ansell Lothrop, 
one name. The name of Mrs. Beadle's father was Ansel Lothrop, 
he of Plymouth, Massachusetts. 

The inscription reads thus : — 

" Here lie interred Mrs. L^dia Beadle, aged 32 years, Ansell, Lothrop, Eliza- 
beth, Lydia, and Mary Beadle, her children, The eldest aged 11 years, the young- 
est 6 years, Who on the morning of the 11th of Dec. A. D. 1782, fell by the hands 
of William Beadle, an infuriated man, who closed the horrible sacrifice of his 
wife and children with his own destruction. 

" Pale round their grassy tombs bedewed with tears 
Flit the thin forms of sorrows and of fears 
Soft sighs responsive swell to plaintive chords 
And indignations half unsheath their swords." 

Tours truly, 

John Marston Goodwin. 

Dr. Green also called the attention of the Society to a letter 
dated Feb. 27, 1795, and printed in the " Memoirs of the Life, 
Writings, and Correspondence of Sir William Jones. By Lord 
Teignmouth." Philadelphia, 1805 (pp. 416-418). It was 
written by James Sullivan, at that time the President of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, informing Sir William of his 
election as a Corresponding Member. He had been chosen at 
the January meeting in 1795, although he died in Bengal on 
April 27, 1794, nine months previously. This fact brings out 
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in strong contrast the great improvements of the present time 
over those of the last century in the way of international com- 
munication throughout the world. It would be practically 
impossible now for a man of such eminence in the domains 
of literature and science to be taken away in any part of the 
world without the fact being known at once wherever news- 
papers are published. 

Dr. Everett presented a pamphlet containing his address 
on the late Dr. Rufus Ellis ; and a " History of the United 
States for Schools," by Alexander Johnston, Professor in 
Princeton College, which he highly commended. 

The Hon. Robert C. Winthrop then quoted a remark of 
Daniel Webster, that he never went on a journey without 
taking in his trunk Mrs. Emma Willard's " History of the 
United States," the marginal notes of which he considered 
very valuable. 

Dr. Channing referred to a manuscript in the Society's 
possession labelled " Proceedings about the Lands at Narra- 
gansett, etc, April 2, 1672," given by Mr. Winthrop on 
March 14, 1871. It contains attested copies of all the 
important documents relating to the Atherton Company. 
Among them are two bearing date Oct. 13, 1660, which are 
printed below. Neither of these papers in itself is of much 
interest ; but as forming important links in the history of one 
of the early colonial land speculations, they are of considerable 
value. 

Whereas there is a writeing upon y e other leafe of this paper giuen 
by Suckquansh Ninegrat & Scuttup in behalfe of themselves & their 
associates wherein they have made over all these Lands to Maj r Hum- 
phry Atherton & his Associates for y e paytn' of six hundred fathom of 
peage w" 1 y e charges to y* Comisso's Also an ingagem! not to sell any 
land to any person or persons except Maj' Atherton & his associates as 
more amply appears by y e s d writeing : now if this Land do any wayes 
come in to y* hands of y* s d Maj' his Associates or assignes or their 
heires or assignes wee promise to y e s d Maj r & agree amongst o' selves 
not w ,h standing in regard y e Indians put a great deale of trust in y e s d 
Maj' & Expect kindness from him y* wee will not w th standing use the 
Indians w' h all Curtesy & not take y* Land from them for five or six 
yeares & when wee shall have Accation to plant it y* not w* standing 
wee will suffer them to plant in y e Country & enjoy their priviledges 
of Royalties & from time to time allow them Competancy of planting 



1885.] ATHERTON COMPANY. 151 

ground for them & their successors for ever dated this 13 ,h Octob* 1660 
In witness whereof wee have joyntly subscribed our hands, 

Humphry Atherton for himselfe & son 

Edward Hutchenson for himself & son John Alcock 

Richard Smith Amos Richison 

Thomas Stanton for himself & son James Smith 

Richard Smith Jun r Thomas Willett 

William Hudson John Brown 

JOSIAS WlNSLOW 

Recorded in the 28 page of the old Court 
Booke Hartford Sep' 7. 1 664 

as attest John Allen Secretary 
true Coppy of the originall 
attest W Nath li Coddington assis' 



Hartford 13 of 8 h m. 1660 

Worshipfull S" — o' ho ed Govern* p'senting unto y e Considera- 
tion of y" Gener 11 Court yo' desires respecting y e warn pom to be pf by 
y* narragansets to this Colony it seemed good to y e court after serious 
consideration about y e propositions to come to this determination w ch I 
was ordered in y e name of y e court to certifle unto yo r selfe w th any 
other therein concerned y' according unto y e Comis™ order this court 
Expects, y* y e sum of wampom imposed by y c hon r ed comiss™ & security 
given for y e paym* thereof by y e narragansets shall be cordingly 
p'formed unto o r worshipfull Gover' here at Conecticot as also 140 
fatham for y e Charges of y c mesengers up on y e payment whereof y e 
agreem' w" 1 y" Narragansets is to be surrendered & not otherwise & it 
is likewise Expected y* y c paymement be made in Currant & well stringed 
wampom not else but respects presented from 

yo r loving friends & Confederats y* 
To y° worshipfull Maj r Humpry Gener 11 Court at Connecticott in 
atherton at Dochesf these w th y e name & by their order sub- 
trust p'sent scribed ? Dan ll Clark secr r y 

a True Coppy of y e Originall compared 
as attest Nath ll Coddington assis' 



The collection also contains a list of the associates of Hum- 
phrey Atherton in this transaction. It corresponds exactly 
with that in the Records of the company, — the so-called 
" Fones Records," — which are in the custody of the Rhode 
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Island Secretary of State, and is here given as being more 
accurate than the list printed in the " Trumbull Papers." 

The names of such as are associates and have Interest with Major 
Humpry Atherton in this writeing and have as full Interest in it as the 
said Major paying their proportions of what shall be paid to the Comis- 
sioners In Wituess whereof the major hath put to his hand under this 
this writeing this 13 th October 1660 

M r John Winthrop Gover' of Connecticott 

M r Simon Bradstreet 

Maj r Gener u Daniel Denison of Ipswick 

Maj' Josias Winslow of Marshfield 

Cap' Thomas Willett of Rehoboth 

Cap' Rich 4 Lord of hartford in Connecticott 

Cap' George Denison of . Southertown 

Cap' Edward Hutchinson 

Leif William Hudson 

M r Amos Richenson 

Elisha Hutchinson 

M r Richard Smith sen' 

M r Richard Smith Jun r J- all of Narragansett 

James Smith 

M' Thorn" Stanton sen' 

M' Thorn' Stanton Jun' 

M' Increase Atherton of Dorchester 

M r John Alcocke of Roxbury 

M* John Browne sen' of secucke 

Humprt Atherton 

Recorded in y* 28 page of y* old court booke of Hartford 
Sep' y e 7 1664 as attest John Allen Secretary 

a true coppy of y* originall The within are a true coppys 

compared by mee of y" originalls attest Nath ll 

Nath" - Coddington assis' Coddington assis' 

Mr. Deane said that if he had been aware of the existence 
in the Society's archives of the manuscript referred to by Mr. 
Channing, he should probably have made use of some portions 
of it when preparing the recent volume of " Trumbull Papers " 
for the press. It was entitled " Proceedings about the Lands 
at Narragansett, etc.," and was presented by the late President, 
Mr. Winthrop, as appears by an indorsement on it, " March 14, 
1871." It was not communicated at a meeting of the Society, 
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and for that reason found no place in the Proceedings. The 
paper is a transcript of several documents relating to the 
transactions of the Atherton Company for several years, and 
was probably drawn up or compiled early in the beginning of 
the last century. Mr. Deane thought it was desirable to print 
any portions of these documents not known to have been al- 
ready printed elsewhere, as indicated by Mr. Channing. The 
Narragansett papers known as the " Fones Records," which 
have been sealed from public inspection for so many years in 
the Secretary's office in Rhode Island, contain, it is believed, 
but few papers of value not already published. (See Coll. 
R. I. Hist. Soc. vol. iii. Introd. p. xiv.) 



